

JC 780 241 

le Aaerican college Testing Class 
1§77*78 IresiscD EDrcilcd in llliaaois 
,Cca»Snity College £« 
LlllJiirpis Coimunx^^ Eoard^ Springfield.^ 



\^fl^S0i,83 HGt12* Bliis Ecstagei 
#Acadeaic ispiratioB; ichievelert Sestsj; *( 
Choice;. *Cbil€ge tt^ahi^ti tcll^S^ M!*do^€ J: C^^^ 
epliegesi.^^^^ Groups; Fatiiy; licoW 
J^gMxig^i^^ Colleg es: liiai:ic3aai^ Her 



♦oScupatio^ Choice; Student CharCctexrs^ics^ 
Student llee;ds; lest Bespits: , ^ 
♦iieriban Cbilege Test; IlliBoirs - 



Data froa 18,385 first-tiie 




Pa]|i^roiMaitelj;: lOJli Of total freshaen enrolXed; aaiing.Jl9|?*^.8f 
K^irmoiUS-otoc coaiu colleges, *ic tcc|_tfii ilefi^tl^ 
^^t^B^g "PEog|aa (ACi) test sHowed average ACI ecif^JS^«~"^^^^ ' 
p^^fr^.^itSra.yexage high school grade point a^"|rf.g€:^Jj|E*) .'of^^l^^ 
^t?^oii|Sre'3.«ith national ncras for entering, f xiihienybf 16:£t : ai(ar;2.^ 
^Jesplec^^^iy;.. Coapariscn of ACI scores and GlA*f£t;i%£npis/^^^^ 
^c;c^egi^:'frieshaen since 1973 showed a decrease €|ch\;.|%|.i.,^^ aiffragi, . 
S>Icf3c^T:U froB the average 1973 score of TSV^r *|kiijiv|yMl9.€^ #195*, 
gjsclAoljEi- increased each year. Over 5C.|.jcf: 'te;s|; 

!^niSL apply for financial aid, and 58i^€X'|€ctc| 't^^ in 
^co^ie^^ and needed assistance in locating eaplfccjieiitiC'lttidint^^^ _ 
Igiaeftified a need' for inproveaent 'in lath sJi|M^';^i)ifc for-«..- * ' 
v4*#ssa'si^iic.e in choosing a aajor fcr iipr cling: 

""'^pOXKand reading- skills (38S), and fc-i pef icMl c^«£s€ii?g^^ 



%|Sj^tf|ei^s;"|x pressed the follcwinc degree aspiraticni:. 6J)3{t asj^ifed to 
l^'lfiacheloris degrees or higher, 29SS aspired tc twc-year 'dj^gr^esV; find 6S 
'^^nfllP less, than two-year certificates. Eusiness/cciacrce Sas;the 

yk'^«fte't-"-«rtnfil ar wnra+injial rJioir^p. /2fi?» . pield Cf StOd V. *as cited', 33 the 



e^ipsjt, :ppi)diar. vocational choice {20?{) , 

^losC iapcrtant factor in making a college choice <48%) ; ether factors 
^"^W^^i^^i^MTi {22%), location (19X), ard tjje of instruction (IpX) . 



BepXc&dacti.ons supplied by EDRS are the beet that can ,te aade * 
' from the original dccuiaent* \ ♦ 




IS;-; ; 




ABSTRACT OF THE ACT CLASS PROFILE FOR 1977-78 FRESHMEN 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COIJLEGES 



TABU ' OF CbNTENtS ~~ 
PREFACE ••••••••••• »•# 

:HiGjLiG|n:s * 

yiiiitocTiqN V . r .r^_. 

*Ap5AGE--ACT. SCORES OF 1977-78 FRESHMEN EKR0LLT5D IN , . 

. imNOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

pi-sftlBUTION OF ACT SCORES AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADES OF 

imNQIS COMMiraiTY COLLEGE FRESHMEN 

CCBffAllISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC 

CO#DNITr COLLEGE FALL 1977 FRESHMEN WITH NATIONAL NORMS . 

SET j-REPORTED HTGH SCHOOL GRADES 

COMPARISON OF ACT SCORES AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FROM 

1973 THROUGH 1977 

WHY STUDENTS CHOSE THE COMMUNITY COLI£GE 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

EDUCATIONAL DEGREE ASPIRATIONS 

RACIAL ETHNIC BACKGROUND BY INCOME LEVEL 

EDUCATIONAL MAJORS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICES - 

ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME OF FALL 1977 ILLINOIS 

PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESHMEN 

FINANCIAL AID NEEDS 



ii 



LIST OF TABLES 



Table I Mean ACT Standard Scores of 1977-78 Freshmen Enrolled in 
Illinois Public Coosnunity Colleges 

Table 2 Comparison of the Distribution of ACT Composite Scores of 
Illinois Comnunity College Fall 1977 Freshmen with All . 
Enrolled Freshmen in the ACT National Sample 

Table 3 Comparison of the Percentage of Illinois Community College 
FalLl977 Freshmen in Various High School Grade Categories 
vltli All National College Bound Students 



Table 4 A Comparison of Average ACT Scorer of Illinois Public 

Community College Fall 1977 Freshmen With National Norms 

Table 5 Self-Reported High School Grades for 1977-78 Freshmen 

Enrolled in Illinois Public Coimmnit^ Colleges as Indicated 
on ACT Profile 

Table 6 Average ACT Scores in Illinois Public Cotmtunity College 
Freshmen From 1973 Through 1977 

Table 7 Average Self-Reported High School Grades for Illinois 

Public Community College Freshmen From 1973 Tlrrough 1977 

Table 8 Comparison of Single Most Ldportant Factor in Making 
College Choice by Fall 1976 Freshmen as Compared to 
Fall 1974 and Fall 1975 Freshmen in Illinois Public 
Community Colleges on ACT Profile 

Table 9 Special Educational Needs Reported by 1S77-78 Freshmen 
Enrolled in Illinois Public Community Colleges 

Table 10 Special Educational Needs Reported by Freshmen Enrolled in 
Illinois Public Community Colleges from 1972 Through 1977 

Table 11 Educational Degree Aspirations of Illinois Public Coosnunity 
College Fall 1977 Freshmen 

Table 12 Percentage Distributions of Racial/Ethnic Clist^ification 
by Income Level 

Table 13 Planned Educational Majors and Vocational Choice Fields 

of Illinois Community College Freshmen Compared to National 
Sample of College and University Freshmen 

Table 14 Estimated Family Income of 1977-78 Freshmen Enrolled in 
Illinois Public Community Colleges as Indicated on the 
Act Profile 

Table 15 Comparison of Financial Aid Needs !ind Work Expectations 
of Illinois Public Community College 1976 Freshmen with 
1977 Freshmen as Indicated on the ACT Profile 



iii 



PREFACE 



:^Studie8 on the characteristics of community college students are of 
particular interest to the local colleges, the Illinois Community College 
Board, and to other state agencies. For this reason, during the last five 
years^T^he ICCB has made arrangements to purchase the American College Test* 
it^, (Aciv) ^Class Profile for students enrolled in Illinois public community 
cbl;l;ege8* This statewide class profile provides student characteristics and 
ACT test .results in the very same format as the class profile report which 
each college gets fcr the students who take the ACT test and enroll at their 
^istitution. 

, The ^pxJLmary^U3Jg.^o.^^^ enro lled in Illinois 

public community colleges is to enable the local community colleges to 
compare *the charac^teristics of their students with the characteristics 
of other community college students in the state rather than with college 
and university students. The "characteristics of community college students 
are distinctly different from those of university students. For example, 
the coiuminlty college students have lower average ACT scores overall, different 
speclial educational needs, different educational aspirations, and different ^ 
reascms for going to college than students attending, senior Institutions^ 

The ICCB does not require all community college students in Illinois to 
take the ACT test nor do all colleges require the ACT test, although it is 
the most* common used entrance test in the state. ICCB policies do require 
the collCiges to screen students that are allowed entry into baccalaureate- 
oriented curricula to ensure that they have ability and competence similar to 
that possessed by students admitted to Illinois public universities. Many 
community colleges use the ACT test and high school grade point average as two 
of the basic criteria for this purpose. 

Although the reader may wish to use *:he entire ACT Class Profile Report 
of 1977-78 Illinois public, community college freshmen for detailed study and 
comparison, this abstract is prepared to give a brief over-view of the high- 
lights contained in that report and to provide a comparison of the character* 
istlcs of Illinois community college students with state and national norms. 
The format presented in this abstract might also serve as a model for a brief 
profile of student characteristics at the local community college. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ACT CLASS PROFILE 



The highlights listed below identify the characteristics of 18,385 
students who took the American College Testing Program (ACT) and enrolled 
as freshmen during the Fall 1977 term at an Illinois public comminity 
college. 



U This report showed that the average ACT composite score for Illinois public 
comrunity college freshmen who took the ACT test was 16. 7* and their average 
high school grade point average was 2.6 (C+). The average score on the 

^ various, tests were as follows: English 16.2^ Mathematics 15.4, Social 

Studies 15.4, and Natural Science 19.2. 

2. The comparison of average ACT scores and high school grade averages of 
Illinois public coimminity college Fall 1977 freshmen with national norms 
for all college freshmen shows that national norms are higher than the 
average ACT scores and high school grade averages of Illinois public:^ 
conimmity ccllege students. This reflects the fact that the* public com-^ 

munity colleges have open admission policies-^rather, than select iv|j|d _ 

mission which is often based on a minimum ACT score and high school grade 
average at most four-year institutions. 

3. In comparing ACT scores and high school grade averaged of Illinois public 
connmnity college students since 1973, we note that average ACT composite scores 
have decreased each year from 18,0 for Fall 1973 freshmen to 16.7 for Fall 1977 
freshmen while the average high school grades have been Increasing each year. 

4. Over one^half (54%) of all community college freshmen taking the ACT teat 
Indicated that they would apply for financial aid assistance with 58% 
indicating they expected to work while in college and would like some 
assistance in locating employment. 

5. Connmnity college freshmen who took the ACT test indicated a need for 
improving math skills (48%), for assistance in choosing a major (44%), 
for improving study skills (40%), for improving reading skills (38%), and 
for personal counseling (31%). 

6. Illinois public community college Fall 1977 freshmen who took the 

ACT test expressed the followitig ef^»%5ational degree aspirations: 60% of 
the students aspired to obtain a bachelor's degree or higher, 29% of the 
students aspired to obtain a two-year degree, and 6% aspired to obtain a 
certificate of less than two years in length. 

7. The Business/Commerce profession was the most popular first vocational 
choice (20%) of the Illinois public community college freshmen taking 
the ACT test. This field was also selected as the most often planned , 
educational major. 

8. The single most important factor in making a college choice by the Fall 
1977 freshmen enrolled in Illinois public community colleges ^o took 

the ACT test was "Field of Study" which was selected by 48% of the students. 
Other factors which were often indicated as being the most important were: 
tuition cost (22%), location (19%), and type of institution (10%). 
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* The T-Eiige of scores on the ACT test is from 1 to 36. 
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INTRODUCTION 



>The Aotterican College Testing Program (ACT) is probably tfte most 
vldeiy used testing program by colleges and xmlversltles In C:he Midwest 
for., admission, placement, and counseling purposes. Although many 
public community colleges in Illinois do not require the ACT test for 
a^dssipn, it is the most often used standardized national test in 
Jllliaois community colleges* In addition, miany high school students 
take the ACT test during their junior or senior year in high school 
prior to deciding which college they want to attend and hence, their 
scores axe available even if the college does not require them for 

naialfalon; ^For irhese reasons, we ^uld expect the aample-in«thla-ACT 

profile to represent prlmiarily full-tin« students directly out of high , 
school more so than students wiio are older and have enrolled, in the ^ 
coomunity college. The data in the ACT Class Profile verifies these con- 
clusions. For example, 71% of the ♦Illinois conmiunity college -students taking 
the ACT test were 18 or 19 years old during 1977, 757» were full-t^me students, 
and 867. planned to attend college during the- day. 

This report includes data for 18^385 student a-who took fche-ACT tester— _ 
These students were mostly full-time, firs t-tlma enrolled freshmen at^ coninu«» ' 
nity colleges. The number of full-time, first-time freshmen enrolled in 
Illinois public community colleges was just over 30,000 students, hence, 
the proportion of these students who took the ACT vas fairly large. However, 
. since many community college students are part time, the ACT characteristics 
cannot be applied to all students. The 18,385 students represent approxi- 
mately 10% of the total freshmen enrollment in the coomunity colleges. 
Hence, the characteristics presented in this report represent only those 
community college students who took the ACT tast and cannot be generalized 
to all community college students* 

Indi' vidual student ACT data are a very useful took for academic counsel* 
ing, class placement, and assessing needed special services. These data 
become even more useful when compared to the college's ACT Class Profile. 
The Class Profile is & very useful tool for describing the student character- 
istics at a given college and for assessing the needs for various types of 
services that may be indicated* For example, the Class Profile is a very 
valuable source of data for adsiissions, financial aid, placement, counsel- 
ing, student activicies, and Instructional programs. Again, this data 
becomes more useful when statewide community college norms are available. 
This is one of the purposes of the State Composite ACT Class Profile for 
Illinois Community College Students. 



AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF 1977-78 FRESHMEN 
EKROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Table 1 below shows the average American College Testing (ACT) scores on tlie 
various subtests £cr the freshmen enrolled In Illinois public community colleges 
during the Fall 1977 term who took the ACT test. The standard scores on the 
ACT tests range from a highest possible score of 36 to a low of The national 
average score for each of the ACT tests Is around 18 although It varies slightly 
among the subtests and from year to year. The data In Table 1 are presented 
separately for men and women because there Is a marked difference on sqbe of 
the subtest averages for these two groups. Hen obtained higher average scores 
in natural science, mathematics, and social sciences, while women obtained 
higher scores In English. 



Table 1 provides statewide data for Illinois public communlwy college students 
which is very useful for local use in analysing the ACT Class Profile. The compari- 
son at the local level should carefully consider the sample of students 
who take the ACT tests at the local college. 



Table 1 



MEAN ACT STANDARD SCORES* OF 1977-78 FRESHMEN 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COUEGES 





ACT TEST 


Men 


Women 


Total 


V 


English 


15.4 


16.8 


16.2 


k* 


Mathematics 


16.9 


14.2 


15.4 


t 


Social Studies 


16.1 


14.8 


15.4 




Natural Sciences 


. 20.2 


18.3 


19.2 




Composite 


17.3 


16.2 


16.7 




Number of Students 


8,193 


10,192 


18,385 




*ACT Scores Range from a High of 36 to 


a Low of 1. 


t-test was 


slgnlflc&nt at the .01 



level ♦ 
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J^^. , DISTRIBUTION OF ACT SCORES AMD HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 

OF ILLINOIS COMMlINm COLLEGE FRESHMEN 

, _ Tmhlit. 2 shows a comparison o£ the distribution of ACT composite scores 
^^fc^lCil^ community college Fall 1977 freshmen with national norms. This 
^aMt^l^8 -ah about 26 percent of the Fall 1977 freshmen enrolled 

in; IH^I^^ public community colleges had very high academic ability as measured 
%j:0ift^£^^ For example, 5% of these students had ACT scores in thb 26 to 

3*^trlMiglJ and 197o in the 21 to 25 range. This accounts for 24% of the Fall 1977 
;£rel)petQ.ln,,^ ACT profile who were enrolled in Illinois public community 
colleges and ^1^ that these students could have been admitted to most 

.^fotir-year colleges but chose instead to enroll at a community college* 

' * TABLE 2 

COMPARISON OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF ACT COMPOSITE SCORES OF 
^ — - ILLINOIS- G0MMaNm-G0LLEGE-FALL^197'7^ 



WITH ALL ENROLLED FRESHMEN -IN THE ACT NATIONAL SAMPLE 

ACT ^^^^ 111. Pub* Conmc CollT"^ Natioxial College 
Standard Enrolled Enrolled 
Score Fall 1977 Freshmen Freshoaen' 

26-36 5% 14% 

21-25 19% 26% 

16-20. 31% 28% 

1-15 44% 32% 



Table 3 below shows a distribution of the students among the various grade 
categories* This analysis shows what percentage of the Fall 1977 Illinois 
community college freshmen had high school grades in each of the grade categories 
and revealed that 63% of these students had high school grade averages of A * 
or B with an additional 34% having a C grade average^ Only 2% of the Fall 1977 
Illinois Community College freshmen reported a high school grade average of a D. 

TABLE 3 



COMPARISON OF THE PERCENTAGE OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITy COLLEGE 
FALL 1977 FRESHMEN IN VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOL GRADE CATEGORIES Wira ALL 

NATIONAL COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS 4. 



Grade Point 
Average 


Typical 
Grade 


111. Conn. Coll 
Enrolled Freshmen 


All National Coll. 
Enrolled Students 


3.50 - 4.00 


A 


14% 


30% 


2.50 - 3.49 


B 


49% 


50% 


1.50 - 2.49 


C 


34% 


19% 


0.50 - 1.49 


D 


2% 


1% 


0.00 - 0.49 


F 


0% 


0% 
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CreiPARISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF ILLINOIS POBLIC COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE FALL 1977 FRESHMEN WITH NATIONAL NORMS 



Table 4 below showa a coinpat«.son of average ACT scores of Illinois 
public cocnminity college Fall 1977 freshmen who took the ACT test with 
averages obtained by all university and college bound students in the 
United States who took the ACT test during 1977-78. This data shows^ that 
the average ACT scores of Illinois conmunity college freshmen were slightly 
lower than for the national sample of all freshmen enrolled at colleges and 
universities in the United States. These data are not at all surprising but 
simply reflect the fact that the public community colleges of Illinois 

^ hmve^'^open^admi*ssion" policies and do not select students-'0n«--the--basii5 'Of™ 
admission test scorea (often the ACT test) as do many four^year colleges 
and universities. In addition, the sample of Illinoia cooammity college 

'students include students in the various occupational certificate and degree 
programs, general studief^ certificate program.6, as well as students in the 
baccalaureate programs* 

TABLE 4 

A COMPARISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMONITy COLLEGE FALL 1977 FRESHMEN 
WITH NATIONAL NORMS 



Illinois Community National College 



ACT Test College Enrolled Freshmen Enrolled Freshmen 







Mean 


Stan. Dev. 


Mean 


Stan. Dev. 


English 




16.2 


5.1 


17.7 


5.3 


Mathematics 


« 


15.4 


7.2 


17.6 


7.8 


Social Science 




15.4 


6.7 


17.4 


7.3 


Natural Science 




19.2 


6.0 


21.1 


6.6 


Composite 




16.7 


5.3 


18.6 


5.9 


No« of Students 




18,385 




47, 


6i4* 



Stan, Dev. « Standard Deviation, t-test was significant at the ,01 level 
ACT score range « 1-36 

* Represents 10% national sample 

The chart on the opposite page illustrates the comparison of the average 
ACT test scores of Illinois community college freshmen with national norms for 
all two-year and four-year college and university freshmen. 

Each local community college also receives a slxailar chart with the local 
college scores marked « 



10 



26 



ACT 

SMdard 
Scores 



Comparison of the Mean ACT Scores 
with Means of Other Groups 



Math 



Soc. St. N. Sci. Composite 




National Mean: 

State Mean: 

Local Mean: 

National: 

CHART 1 



/7.7 



17.^ 



MA 

/L7 



state: 



Local: 



Source: Local - Table 1.1; State - Table 1.1 
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SEIiF-REPORTED- HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 



a^^ w^lSerj^^ ability that is reported in,,tfi(| ACT 





^^^f^f^i v^Profj^^^^ is. the eelf-repotted high school grades. Mthfmgh |h^^^ ^ 

fe^:^"-. '-'^^liellllep^^ i?hich tend to vary from act^l irad^^^^^ 

^Mm^Y^^-^^^^r^r^^^^ shown them to -be fairly reliable ;i^en:;u^^ 

^'^f^S^i :!,.f««^ Table 5 shows the average high school giades in theisiib ject 

.. ..... . ........ y^^^ ^^^^ freshmen who took the ACT test*-* ' ' 




W<»»n; in report had higher high school grades than did ^wai^^^^ 
|Q(en^ scored the ACT tests than did the women. The averagelhig 

JgrTOes^ have been going up, but the ayerage ACJ? scores:.M^^-W _ 

iSecjce'asSag during the past five years, ^ ''^ . T 

^Z^'^^ ^ ^ TABLE 5 > \ • ' r : 1^ 



SELF-REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRiia)ES>TO:;I97'7-7,8 ' 

FRESHMEN EMomiriiriLiairol^^ 

COMMUNITY COII^GES AS ^INblC^b'^ONr^ 



it*-"-' 



4" 


ifen 


Wooaen 


■ Total".' 


High School English Grades 


2.57* 


2.92* 


2.77*?^ 


High School Mathematics Grades 


2.33 


2.49 


2.41 


High School Social Studies Grades 


2.72\. . 


2.82 


2.78 


High School Natural Science Grades 


2.59- 


2.69 


2.65 


Average for the 4 High School Grades 


2.54 


2.73 


2.64 



^^an Grade Point Average based on a 4 point scale (A^A, B««3y C»25 D«l) 
t - test was significant at the >01 level 



The chart on the opposite page shows a ccrtrparison of average (mean) high 
school grades by subject area of Illinois cosamunity college students with national 
norms* The data shows that Illinois ccraaunity college freshmen have lower high 
.school ^rade averages than all college and university freshmen In the nation -who 
.take fehe ACT test. ' 




13 






3.50 



3.00 



2.50 



2.00 



of the Mean High School Grad0s 
with Means of Oth#f roups 



3.09 

J. 77 



2.7» 



ML 
j.7r 



National Mean: 
State Mean: 
Local Mean: 

National: 
CHART 2 

t-tesC showed significant difference in all areas at the 



131 



2M 



state: 



Local: 



■"■"'If 




Source: Local - Tables 1.5 & 1.6; State - Tables 1.5 & 1.6 
.01 level. 
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COMPARISON OF ACT SCORES AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FROM 
- -,U973 THROUGH 1977 ' - 



below show an analysis of the average ACT scores^.aud 

public conmunity cdllege 
'^"■^|'^f^igMltt»tf;cfr^^^^ .Thi'f ,analy? is shows that jthe average high^^ 

-^^^*t;flW|J^|?^M^*v-?^ I-^?'?' 'Sfc^'i'^ents .have beien increasing slightly eaihl^eir.^^ I^^^^^ 

•thfi--c,ij»if of 'this increase is. mcre^ ac£i'iev%i^'iat:,Si".i:he 
" ''^"^ar^^iof .t% s|^^ grading on the part of ihe teacjfeMw,!^i 

■^9^^'^!^'*' otherhand, have been decreasing. eab^^jyiMfs^^ : 

i973i.^; It be noted that average ACT scores have alsp been dtfcrelsing 

nATeioMliy |oi|' the past few years. However they have increased- in ifpIhiK 
every- •category. " 



TABLE 6 

AVERAGE ACT SCORES IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC ClMfONITt 
COLLEGE FRESHMEN FRQH 1973 THROUGjat 197 ^ 



----- - 


English 


Math 


Soc. St.' 


'IfTSciT™ 


'Caaposite"*" 




1973-74 


17.0 


17.6 


17.3 


19.5 


18.0 




1974-75 


17.0 


17.4 


17.1 


19.8 


17.9 




1975-76 


16.5 


16.2 


16.3 


19.6 


17.3 




1976-77 


16.4 


15.5 


15.8 


19.3 


16.9 




1977-78 


16.2 


15.4 


15.4 - . 


19.2 


16.7 


'- , - '»i 


ACT 


scores range from a high of 36 to a low of 


1 










TABLE 
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AVERAGE SELF-REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FOR 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUKITJ COLLEGE FRESHMEN 
FROM 1973 THROUGH 1977 








English 


Math 


Soc. St. 


N. Sci. 


Ave. of 4 
ES Grades 


- ' '/ 


1973-74 


2.61 


2.19 


2.62 


2.45 


2.48 


: Jv'V 


.1974-75 


2.69 


2.26 


2.70 


2.51 


2.54 


:■>■.# 


1975-76 


2.72 


2.30 


2.70 


2.55 


2.57 




1976-77 


2.75 


2.36 


2.73 


2.60 


2.61 




1977-78 


2.77 


2.41 


2.78 


2.65 


2.64 


"^'^ 


Mean G,P,A, b9.3sd on a 4 point scale (A»»4, 8*3, 


C»2, D«-l) 
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WHg STlIDElfrS CHOSE THE COMMONITg COLLEGE 



. ri^^i?^^ postsecondary education leveling off or declining, . 

trf§$i;>:l.'^:^.:l^^ interest in knowing vhy students choose a. ^particular .. . 

vli?^^ '''^^ 1977-78 freshmen enrolled in llltoois public 6pi«unity 

..^^f^^^S^'Sl'^^ tlie ACT tests indicated vhat they considered -to be th(fe;j>lcile- 

f^f^^S^mS^ making a college choice on the profile, ^able J:' . 

. " these reponses from Fall 1974 through FaU 

TO||:Vfiig^ien^^^ factor for choosing the commnitj^ college 'wasj^'^^^^^^ 

,sib||7*" location, and type of institution vete alsor.frequent^^^^ 

This analysis indicates that students are choosing the 
■c^tie^^^ because they are offering the programs that jthe^^^^ 

^^^^^ because of lower tuition, cost, location, to^^^ 

dw/COT^ is the third most important factor • ^ . ^ ^ 
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COMPARISON OF SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MAmiG -COLLEGE CHOICE- FRCK 
FAIL 1974 THROUGH FALL 1977 IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES ON ACT 

PROFILE \ 



Factors in Making Choice 



Percentage of Students ^ ' 
Indicating as Most Impdrtmit Factor 



li 



I 



Field of Study 


Fall 1974 
47% 


Fall 1975* 
47% 


Fall 1976* 
47% 


Fall 1977*?^ 
48%.. 


Tuition Cost 


21% 


22% 


22% 


22% ■] 


Location 


16% 


18% 


19% 


19% 1 


Type of Institution 


12% 


11% 


9% 


10% '1 


Student Body Composition 


2% 


1% 


2% 


2% ; 


Enrollment Size 


1% 


1% 


1% 


1% {J 


Other Activities 


1% 


3% 


3% 


2% , 1 



'55?* r " 



^Percentages do not add up to 100% which is due to the fact that some of the 
students listed xK>re than one factor as being most important, 

A comparison of factors in making a college choice for the past tvo years 
shows that field of study and type of institution are the factors that increased 
in iinportance in making a college choice during 1977. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 



I ■ 



_^^____^_9 belov shows the special educational n^^eds that were indicated 
;by3t:Hi.rC^^^ college freshmen on the ACT profile* Of particular 
ixitetest is^the large percentage of students who indicate need for assistance 
..fol^tC^TO skills (48%), in choosing a majo? (44%), and for iniproving 

^ These special educational needs indicate a special v^ed 

in^th^^B colleges for adequate counseling services and developoental 

.^^pTdgt^^ The chart on the next page shows how these special needs of 
cocommity* CO liege freshmen ^Mpare with national norms. 

TABLE 9 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY 1977-78 FRESHMEN 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



'4 



Special Assistance Needed In: 


Men 


Womani 


Total 


Choosing a Major 


457. 


44% 


44% 


Improving Writing Skl^s 


27% 


29% 


28% 


Improving Reading Skills 


39% 


37% 


38% 


Improving Study Skills 


42% 


38% 


40% 


Improving Math Skills 


45% 


50% 


48% 


Personal Counseling 


32% 


31% 


31% 



Table ID below shows an analysis of the special education needs of freshmen 
enrolled in Illinois public consxtunity colleges who took the ACT test from 1972 
through 1977. This analysis shows that the percentage of students who indicated a need 
for Improving reading skills increased during the past year while the percentage of stu^- 
dents indicating a need for a special assistance in other areas either decreased or 
remained the same as last year« It is uncertain whether this Increase i& caused by 
a shift in needs or by a change in the sample of the students who take th^e ACT test* 



TABLE 10 



SPECIAL EUDCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FRESHMEN ENROLLED 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1972 THROUGH 1977 



ERLC 



Special Assistance Needed In: 


1972-73 


1973-74 


1974-75 


1975-76 


1976-77 


1977-78 


Choosing a Major 


41% 


38% 


39% 


44% 


45% 


44% 


Improving Writing Skills 


42% 


40% 


34% 


29% 


28% 


28% 


Improvl.ng Reading Skills 


36% 


30% 


32% 


39% 


37% 


3a% 


.Improvliig Study Skills 


47% 


40% 


40% 


43% 


40% 


40% 


Improving Math Skills 


52% 


51% 

IQ 


54% 


56% 


48% 


48% 



lil&iAt of students with fecial Educational Needs 



%o 



State ]^ 
National 



ii(i)jre^$ini Writing 



Local . 
State 41% 
National 



leadirii Speed & 
CompreHension i^ocai 

state 



State 
National 



liriproving Study Skills 



Local ■ 
State 

National 37^ 



Improving Math Skills 



Local 

State ^ 

National ilK 



Personal Counseling 

Local 
State 



10 




National 



1 FR?r""^ 



20 



30 



40 



50 



>t 60 



70%. 












T-. . > 'st'L^^i 




























ii 






















'V-'"^ '5^/ 









































Source: Local - Table 4.2; State - Table 4.3 
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EDUCATIONAL DEGREE ASPIRATIONS 





74' 



. .Tittiili^^^^^ shovs the educational degree aspirations of Illinois 

^^public^^cm college Fall 1977 "^fresfanen vho took ACT test* The 

iMtegd^^^ the ACT. profile represent the hlLgfi'^ist degree, aspir- 

itlou^ step by step progress that ^^i^ ^ 

^n^i first a tWpryaair crillege degr^e^jbheh- a 4acbelot% 

'^ei^e>> an advahcsid degreie* %nceit. 60% of thk studeht^^^ ^i^. 

^asfilred t^^^ a bachelor's degree or ^gher#^ 29% of the. sti^^^ 

^to lobla^ and 6% aspired to ob^lin a qertlf^^^ 

^S^'ii^^^ in lengths These data do not shw tW. grei^^ 

for jhort^^^t^ programs vhich are in demand by part^tlm . 

'thmfpdh colleges becatise the ACT saDp^e^^8 c<^^ / 

of f^^ directly out of high schoolit . , - ' 



TABLE 11 



EDUCATIONAL DEGREE ASPIRATIONS . OF ^ : 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC CQMMONITY COLLEGE FALL 1977 FRESHMEN 





MEN 


WOMEN 


TOTAL 


NATIONAL 
„ SAmk 


Vocational or Technical Program 
(Less than Tvo Ye^irs) 


5% 


6% 


6% 


2% 


Two-Year College Degree 


247. 


34% 


29% 


12% 


Bachelor's Degree 




38% 


40% 


45% 


One or Two Years of Gradtiate 
Study (MA, MBA, Etc.) 


117. 


8% 


10% 


16%. 


ProlEesslonal Level Degree 
(Ph.D, MD, LLB, or JD) 


127, 


9% 


10% 


20% 


Other 


57. 


5% 


5% 


4% 



The chart on the next page shows a comparison of the educational degree 
aspirations of Illinois conminity college freshmen teking the ACT test vit^ 
national norms* Of particular Interest is the great diversity of degree < 
aspiration of community college students* 
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Educational Degree Aspir#iQn$ 




%0 



TiiVQrrYear College Degree 



Bachelor's Degree 



Local 
State 
National 



Local 
State 
National 



Local 
State 
National 



v. I 



One or Two Years Grad. Study 
(m, MBA, etc.) 



Local 
State 
National 



Professional Level Degree 



(PhD, MD, LIB, JD, etc.) Local 

state 



National '9:^ 



Other 



Local 
State 
National 



2gJ 

4^o 



CHART 4 















!i!iiiiip 








V/ ''^f 'f- » 'f'i-t''"f 










. '>^'^.^.\i\'^ 4.'. ^-c^ 




IE 



















mm 




Sodrce: Local - Table 3.2; State • Table 3.2 



RACIAL ETHtnC BACKGROUND BY INCCME LEVEL 



. ,H|4W.f^|?^^«lwjhow8 a distribution of Fall 1977 Illinois GoniBunity 

took-the ACT test by racial/ ethnic, backgroimd and in- 
«o™»C^«^i* This table shows clearly the relationship betuetn.iaiiority racial/ 
•5!»>?||ri|#clq8rpti^ low income level. In comparison :tb data reiteived -ofirthe 
ICS?^"4|u:Qlliaeht reports a auch smaller percentage of .mlnoritr^ groups take .the 
ACI: te«t. For example, Afro-Americans make up over 11.57. of :the enroliiMnt. in 
.IJ,linbis public connunity colleges but only 47. of those taking the ACT tesV ^ 



TABLE 12 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF RACIAL/ETHNIC 
CLASSIFICATION-BY-INCOME-LEVEL-™ 



Under $3000- $6000- $7500— $9000- $12000- $15000- $20000- Tptal 
$3000 5999 7499 8999 11999 14999 19999 Over Number % 



Afro-American 


15% 


247. 


137. 


127. 


117. 


^11% 


77, 


67. 


512 


47. 


Amer. Indian 


6 


10 . 


7 


4 


12 


17 


23 


21 


113 


1 


Caucasian Amer. 


2 


4 


4 


5 


14 


19 


25 


27 


9184 


80 


Mexican Amer. 


6 


6 


6 


10 


22 


22 


18 


10 


125 


1 


Oriental Amer. 


5 


7 


7 


9 


16 


16 


20 


21 


82 


1 


Spanish Amer< 


14 


23 


11 


15 


12 


7 


14 


4 


94 


1 


Other 


7 


9 


5 


8 


13 


19 


21 


19 


429 


4 


Prefer not 
to respond 


67. 


8/. 


67. 


67. 


157. 


187. 


207. 


237, 


898 


8% 
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EDUCATIONAL MAJORS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICES 



*,V ' f*^^!*^ 13 ^^l^JV shows the educational Taajors and first vocational 
r.chptois^^^ were reported by IHinois Community College ^eshmen tak- 
^-vingt^th^ The data are shown in percentages and In order of 

r^"30|t;^^^ Also shown in the table is a comparison with national 

' :3ata for ail^^c^^ and university freshmen taking the ACT test. 



TABLE 13 

PLANNED EDUCATIONAL MAJORS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICE- FIELDS 
OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESH^!EN COMPARED TO 
NATIONAL SAMPLE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSm FRE^aiEN 



Illinois Coomunity 
College Freshmen 



.National^Collage-^and^ 
Uolverstty Freshnen. 



Educational First Voc, 



Educational First Voc. 





Major 


Choice 


Major 


Choice 


Business & Coomerce 


21% 


20% 


17% 


16% 


Health Professions 


17% 


17% 


17% 


19% 


Education 


9% 


9% 


11% 


12% 


Undecided 


8% 


9% 


8% 


9% 


Trade & Industrial Tech. 


6% 


77. 


2% 


3% 


Agr icul ture /For es try 


6% 


6% 


5% 


5% 


Comnmnlty Service 


5% 


5% 


3% 


4% 


Engineering 


5% 


5% 


7% 


6% 


Fine & Applied Arts 


5% 


4% 


5% 


5% 


Social Sciences 


4% 


4% 


7% 


7% 


Computer & Info. Science 


3% 


4% 


2% 


2% 


Architecture 


3% 


3% 


2% 


2% 


Coamunl cations 


2% 


2% 


3% 


3% 


Home Economics 


2% 


2% 


1% 


1% 


Biological Sciences 


2% 


n 


3% 


2% 


Letters (Humanities) 


1% 


n 


1% 


1% 


Physical Science 


1% 


1% 


2% 


1% 


General Studies 


2% 


0 


2% 


0 


Mathematics 


1% 


0 


1% 


0- 


Foreign Languages 


0 


0 


1% 


0 



The charts on the next two pages show comparisons of planned educational maj 
of Illinois public community college freshmen who took the ACT test with national 
nortns* 
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Planned Educational Majors 



ilgriiCc, Forestry, etc. 

Local 
State 
National 

Architecture 

« Local 

State 5-3^ 
National 

Biological Sciences 

Local 

State 
National 

Business. & Commerce 

Local . ■ 
State 4S 
National (JL2^ 

Communications 

Local , 

State A3r* 
National -3^ 

Computer & info. Sci. 

Local . ■ 

Sfcte 

National 



%0 


10 20 30 40 50% 










s| 















Education 



Local 

State 

National LL% 




Fine & Applied Arts 

Local , 

State ^» 
National ^% 

Foreign Languages 

Local 
State 



National JJk 



'o CHARTS 




■■HI 






- -* 

























iiL, 1 — 










National It2k !!■■{"' 1" 



















im- 
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Source: Local ■ Table 3.1; State ■ Table 3.1 
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Planned Educational Majors (Continued) 



il^lteftft Professions 

■• ^ Local 

m^>'~-- ■ y ■ state 



%0 



10 



20 



30 



40 



50%; 



National 

Hbnie Economics 

Local 
State 
National 

letters (Humanities) 

Local 
State 
Nationai 




Mathematics 



Local 
State 
National 



13 
1% 



J3 



Physical Science 

Local 
State 
National 

Community Service 

Local 
State 
National 

Social Sciences 

Local 
State 
National 

Trade, Indust., Tech. 

Local 
State 
National 



2% 



2^ 



2.% 



General 



Undecided 



Local 
State 
National 



Local 
State 
National 




13 
0% 



CHART 5 



1 II 


||i|d 








■■■■1 
■■■■1 
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Source: Local - Table 3.1; State • Table 3.1 
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SgrWlED FAMILY INCOME OF FALL 1977 
rLLDTOIS PUBLIC COMMDNITY COLLEGE FRESHMEN 

""I 



, ^ «T§l>i<^ 1^ 8hc»!8: .aiWXEanary of the family incomes of 1977-78 freshmsn 
'-^M estiMted- by tk^' student on the ACT profile. Although 12 percent 
p£itlie^?iti>dent8 indicated that they dl-d-^not know their family incomes 
ax^ another 23 percent considered this information confidential, the 
d^ajr^foyid^ are useful for comparative purposes for the individual 
jconnmity colleges. 

* TABLE 1^ 



ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOtJE OF 1977-78 FRESffiEN. 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
AS INDICATED ON THE ACT PROFILE 



Estimated 
Annual 
Family 
Income 


Number 
ot 

Students 


Percent 
Responding 


Percent of 
Those Indl- 
Csting a8cx~ ^ 
mated Incoote 


^««MM«1 '.IS^HOJI^ 

cant of. Those . 

Indicating 

Cacuwcea 

'"~~lricooe 


Less than 
$ 3,000 


406 


27o 


3% 


37. 




676 


4 


6 


9 


6,000-7,499 


538 


3 


4 


13 


7,500-8,999 


660 


4 


6 


19 


9,000-11,999 


1649 


9 


14 


33 


12,000-14,999 


2197 


12 


18 


51 


15,000-19,999 


2840 


15 


24 


75 


20,000 and 
Over 


3050 


17 


25 


^100% 


Subtotal 


(12,016) 


(66) 


100% 




Caosidered 
Confidential 


4136 








Do Not Know 


2233 








Total 


18,385 


100% 







Ir^x, _ , , The chart on the next page compares the income level of Illinois community 

O coiicge freshmen :j#&r>ook the ACT test; with^national norms. 



1 
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BiiiM' Estimated Total 



$1000-$5,999 



$6,Q00-$7,499 



$7,500-$8,999 



% 



Family Income bj|pfe 

0 .10 20 .ijjfev-,,: 




Local 
state 
National 



Local _ 
State ^ 
National 



Local 
State 

National ^ 




. .,r.A^'V>->>.N;4--^^ ■'V,<^w^ ..,;^ .^-'.vy^': .^"^/it^^-.^S^M-'^irt . ..w 



Local 












State 












National 










'^V''^' - 



..-as 



$9.000-$14,999' 



Local 

State 4£Ji 
National 




$15.000-$i9,999 



Local 

State iX% 
National /^'^ 




III |i ts 













1 



Local 

State ZZ% 
National 



$20,000 & Over 

Nation a 

Confidentiai/No Response^ 



Local - 

State WSi 
National 11% 





1 Add the two percentages for the categories ($9,000-$ 11,999) and ($12,000-$ 14,999). 

2 On Local data, add the percentages for the categories "Consider info Confidential" and "No Response. 
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Source: Local - Table 4.5; State - Table 4.3 
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FINANCIAL AID I^EEDS 



7«blWM5;^8hovs the comparison of the Fall 1976 IllixuDls Comnmnity 



(Cpl|eg^5^ vlfca |!all 1977 freshmen responding to the ACT item dealing 



iiitn a^id needed by them to help meet college expenses* 

bvelt|^;^rBS all coawRmity college freshmen indicated that they 

wuldi^a^ly fixiancial assistance vlth an additional 58% indicating 



th%fn|«cted toj»ork vhile in college and would like some asaistauce 



in^lo^^it^^ This indicates a substantial need for college 

plAcittMn^ for students vho seek part-time work while they are 

in collage in addition to serving the needs of students after they 
cooplele their education at the community college* 



TABIE 15 

COMPARISON OF FHCANCIAL AID NEEDS AND WORK EXPECTATIONS 
OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITy COII^GE 1976 FRESHMSN WITH 
1977 FRESHMEN AS INDICATED' ON THE^ACT PROFILE ' ^ ' 



Expects to Apply for 
Financial Aid 

Expects to Work While 
in College and Would 
Like Help Finding 
Employment 



Men 



51% 



1976-77 



Women Total 



54% 



58% 



55% 



53% 



1977-78 



Men Women Total 



53% 56% 54% 



57% 



59% 



57% 



58% 



The chart on the next page shows a comparison of the financial needs of 
Illinois Community College freshmen who took the ACT test with national norms. 
Although a lower percentage expect to apply for financial aid than the national 
sansple^ a higher percentage expect to work while in college and would like help 
finding employment. 
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Percent of Students Who Expressed Financial Need 



Expiect to Apply for Financial Aid 
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Source: Local - Table 4.5; State - Table 4.3 
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